
This activity is intended as a simple introduction to archival documents. 

Included in this package are 10 archival documents. Since it is to serve as an 
introduction, we have chosen to use photos (and one map) rather than longer 
textual documents. There are documents representing each of Nova Scotia’s Four 
Founding Cultures.  

We would suggest using the Brainstorm document as the focus of the activity. 
We also recommend not giving the students too much detail to start. Figuring 
things out like a “History Detective” is part of the fun. The teacher/parent can use 
the Photograph or Map Guiding Question sheets as aids, if needed, to stimulate 
student thoughts. 

In addition to the main documents, a few supplemental documents have been 
included. These include recent Google Street view captures for some of the 
photos, allowing a Then & Now comparison as well as a capture from a Flickr 
page of Historic Nova Scotia license plates 
(https://www.flickr.com/photos/woodysworld1778/sets/72157603772694667/) 
which may prove helpful in assigning a timeline to the New Glasgow – Provost St 
photo. 

There is a list of credits at the end that will provide the source and 
details of each document. Please note that some of the terminology used in 
the documents will be reflective of the time of creation. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/woodysworld1778/sets/72157603772694667/


Training Exercise:  Clues from the Archives 

Brainstorm all the things you notice about your document.  For each cloud you add, write or 
draw all the observations you have about that idea: 

After making observations on your archival document, what is one new question you have 
about it? 

I think the most 
important clue is: 



Map 

What do you notice first? 

What on the map looks strange or unfamiliar? 

Do you see any words? 

What sort of things do you see other than words? 

What place or places does the map show? 

Why do you think this map was made? 

When was the map made? 

Who created it? 



Who do you think the intended audience was for this map? 

If this map was made today what would be different? 

What would be the same? 



Photograph 

Describe what you see. 

What do you notice first? 

What people or objects are shown? 

Why do you think this image was made? 

When do you think it was made? 

What tools were used to create this image? 

If someone made this today, what would be different? 

What would be the same? 
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• Note -Lines in photo are caused by cracks in the original glass negative. This might be an 
interesting discussion point with students 



Credits 

Date: 1948 

Photographer: Helen Creighton 

Reference no.: Helen Creighton Nova Scotia Archives accession no. 1987-178, Album 

14, no. 120 
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